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LC 295-
EXPLAN

(IRR 34, 2020)
6/2/20 (SCT/ps)

THIS EXPLANATION HAS NOT BEEN
REVIEWED OR APPROVED BY THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL COMMITTEE.

MEASURE NO.
ALLOWS MANUFACTURE, DELIVERY, ADMINISTRATION OF
PSILOCYBIN AT SUPERVISED, LICENSED FACILITIES; IMPOSES TWO-
YEAR DEVELOPMENT PERIOD

Submitted to the Electorate of Oregon by Initiative Petition to be voted on at
the General Election, November 3, 2020.

Explanation
Ballot Measure XX directs the Oregon Health Authority to regulate the manufacture,

delivery, purchase, and consumption of psilocybin, a psychoactive component found in certain
mushrooms, at licensed psilocybin service centers. A person would be allowed to purchase,
possess, consume, and experience the effects of psilocybin only at a licensed psilocybin service
center during a psilocybin administration session with a licensed psilocybin service facilitator.
The measure also directs the OHA to issue, renew, and revoke licenses in compliance with the
measure. The measure establishes the Oregon Psilocybin Advisory Board to advise and make
recommendations to the OHA regarding psilocybin, including recommendations regarding the
requirements, specifications, and guidelines for providing psilocybin services to clients, public
health and safety standards, industry best practices, education and training. The manufacture,

delivery and possession of psilocybin, currently prohibited by Oregon law, will remain illegal



DocuSign Envelope ID: DC09207D-CC85-4BEB-B870-42AE7F760F39

during the two-year development period. Currently psilocybin is a Schedule | drug, a substance
having no currently acceptable medical use within the US. However, the FDA has granted
psilocybin as a breakthrough therapy status for treatment resistant depression and major
depressive disorder. The measure provides for an initial two-year development period during which
the OHA will not issue any licenses. During the two-year development period, the Advisory
Board also will submit findings and recommendations to the OHA regarding the safety and
efficacy of using psilocybin to treat mental health conditions, which findings the authority will
examine, publish, and distribute publicly.

After the two-year development period, the measure allows a client who is at least 21
years of age to purchase, possess, consume, and experience the effects of psilocybin at a
licensed psilocybin service center during a psilocybin administration session with a licensed
psilocybin service facilitator. The purchase, possession, and consumption of psilocybin outside
of a licensed premises will remain illegal. The measure establishes licensure eligibility
criteria and directs the OHA to establish education and training standards for psilocybin service
facilitators. The measure requires that psilocybin products be tested in a licensed laboratory and
packaged and labeled in compliance with specified requirements. The measure allows the OHA
to discipline licensees for noncompliance with the provisions of the measure, and to take any
action to prevent the diversion of psilocybin to an unlicensed person or entity.

The measure requires the OHA to track the sale and transfer of psilocybin products
through a state tracking system. The measure imposes a sales tax on the retail sale of psilocybin
products at a rate of 15 percent of the retail sales price and exempts psilocybin from the
definition of “controlled substance” for drug offenses if the psilocybin is manufactured,

delivered and possessed in compliance with the measure.
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The measure prohibits a local authority from establishing its own psilocybin licensing

system or imposing additional psilocybin taxes or fees. Cities and counties may adopt

ordinances to impose reasonable regulations on the operation of licensed establishments and may

refer an ordinance to electors to prohibit or allow the establishment of licensed psilocybin

facilities in the city or county.
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