July 23, 2018
Jeff Jimerson
29428 Lakeside Dr.
Corvallis, OR 97333
Re: Financial Estimate Statement for IP 1

Dear Secretary Richardson and members of the committee:
I find at least three major flaws in the draft Financial Estimate Statement prepared for Initiative
Petition 1 (IP 1).
The following is from the Preliminary Discussion Draft:
Consistent with the estimated annual expenditures on abortions described in the
previous section, OHP and the RHEA are expected to support the costs of
approximately 5,000 nonexempt abortions each year. Based on a literature review of
38 U.S. studies on the effect of Preliminary discussion DRAFT federal and state
restrictions on publically funded abortions, the Guttmacher Institute concluded when
public funds are restricted for supporting abortion services for women eligible for these
programs, an estimated 25 percent of the women carry their pregnancy to term instead
of having an abortion funded through other means. When applying this estimate,
approximately 1,250 additional births would occur each year from low-income women if
public funds are prohibited from supporting abortions in Oregon.
First, according to a report obtained by the Oregon Health Authority 1  there are approximately
3,700 abortions funded annually through the Oregon Health Plan (OHP). If 25% were carried to
term, the total number of “additional births” would be approximately 925 — not 1,250.
This is because the Reproductive Health Equity Act (RHEA) of 2017 does not allow for
publicly-funded labor and delivery services for undocumented residents, as it does so for
abortions (see HB 3391, section 5). Accounting for the use of public funds for any “additional
births” outside of the 3,700 is therefore inaccurate.
Second, I see no mention of the estimated financial impact for developing and implementing the
new program mandated by RHEA to provide publicly-funded abortions for customers of
Providence Health (see HB 3391, section 2(7)(e)). The cost savings to Oregon taxpayers
would no doubt be significant with the passage of IP 1. The Financial Estimate Statement must
inform voters of these anticipated reduced expenditures.
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Third, the draft Financial Estimate Statement relies on studies conducted by the Guttmacher
Institute as one of its primary sources for determining the financial impact of IP 1. This is
inappropriate and unacceptable for the following reasons.
●

The Guttmacher Institute has been widely known for decades to be the research arm of
Planned Parenthood,2 the largest abortion provider in the United States. According to
the Guttmacher Institute’s website,3 the organization was previously “housed within the
corporate structure of Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA).”
Further, the Guttmacher Institute “has received financial support from PPFA” and it is
named after Alan F. Guttmacher who “was PPFA’s president for more than a
decade.”

●

The two PPFA affiliates which operate abortion clinics in Oregon — Planned Parenthood
Columbia Willamette and Planned Parenthood of Southwestern Oregon — are actively
opposing IP 1 in their email marketing and on their Facebook pages.4 These
organizations receive hundreds of thousands of dollars annually from Oregon taxpayers
by way of reimbursement payments for abortions covered under OHP.

●

Given the Guttmacher Institute’s deep ties to Planned Parenthood one must assume its
research findings are biased toward policies supported by the abortion industry,
including the support of publicly-funded abortion.

In conclusion, when preparing to publish “an impartial, simple and understandable statement
explaining the financial effects of the measure” in the state Voters’ Pamphlet (ORS 250.125),
the full and accurate impact of RHEA / HB 3391 must be considered, and studies produced by
organizations that openly oppose IP 1 must be rejected.
Thank you for your careful consideration of these concerns.
Sincerely,

Jeff Jimerson
Co-Chief Petitioner for IP 1
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