
ne of the State Archives web pages provides a listing for mem-
bers of the 1919 Legislature and it contains a foot note for the
entry of J. R. Stannard indicating he died before the session

convened. Curiosity about the circumstances surrounding his death
led me to do a bit of research in the Archives holdings.

I found a death certificate for John Russell Stannard indicating
that he had died in Bandon, OR, from pneumonia. I then looked up
his name on the death index and found a Mary E. Stannard, listed as
wife but to my shock, she was also on the death index dying just a
few days later in Curry County. They both appear to have been vic-
tims of the Influenza Pandemic that was raging across the globe in
1918-1919.

The Influenza Pandemic was estimated to have affected one-
fifth of the world’s population, with a dramatically high fatality rate es-
timated at 40-50 million worldwide. It was especially deadly to young
adults between the ages of 20 and 40 years. The Oregon State
Board of Health reported 48,146 cases of the flu during the period
from October 1918 through September 1920, with 3,688 deaths.  As
officials attempted to deal with this public health crisis, they enacted
measures intended to reduce the spread of the illness by ordering
local communities to close places of public gathering. Schools and
business in many communities were closed. In Bend, OR, an ordi-
nance was enacted making it a misdemeanor to cough or sneeze in
public, and the City Council in Medford passed and ordinance stipu-
lating that anyone conducting business in the city be required to wear
a mask.

John and Mary were aged 28 and 30 respectively and fell into
the demographic category most affected by the pandemic. They left
behind four young sons as mentioned in the probate records also
found in the Archives holdings. Eventually, each boy was adopted by
a different family and raised in different communities. Additionally,
Oregon Laws for the 1919 Legislative session, has a reference to
“$200 being appropriated to the children of J. R. Stannard to be used
by G. D. Chenoweth as he sees fit.”
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