
do most of my volunteer work for the Linn Genealogical Soci-
ety in Albany. One of the projects that I had the most fun doing
was taking digital images of the Linn County Delayed Birth

records in the State Archives.

Oregon did not require birth certificates before 1903, so if
someone was born before that date and wanted a record of birth,
they could apply for a “Delayed Birth Certificate”, meaning it was
issued some years after the actual birth. The person requesting
the certificate had to provide documentation to prove the birth
date. The documents could be a signed affidavit by a family
member or friend who had known the family when the person
was born, or other types of documents that showed a date of
birth. Individuals could submit a wide variety of supporting docu-
ments such as: driver’s licenses, hunter’s and trapper’s licenses,
employment or insurance records, parents marriage records,
census records, baptismal papers, birth announcements, lodge
memberships, obituaries, school records, military enlistment or
discharge papers, voting cards, and my all-time favorite, copies
from family Bibles. The Bible pages were often photo static
copies or written notarized copies. Some of the documents are
hand written letters and, best of all, sometimes there is a picture
attached. The delayed birth records are part of the records of the
Health Department and are arranged by county and date, the as-
sociated records are found as part of the Evidence Records. To
me the real interesting documents are found in the evidence fold-
ers.

Diana Greb 
Family History Researcher
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