
n 1919, George D. Chenoweth was named the replacement
for deceased legislator, J. R. Stannard. Chenoweth’s tenure in
the Legislature was uneventful, but shortly after his return to

the Southern Oregon Coast he became the defendant in a sen-
sational murder trial.

Chenoweth had lived in Curry County for a number of years
and at the outbreak of World War 1 he enlisted in the Canadian
Army. He was badly wounded in battle and spent several months
in military hospitals before returning to Oregon. During his ab-
sence, his daughter had given birth to a child out of wedlock. An
appeal to the young man who fathered the child had not resulted
in marriage, so on March 19, 1919 George Chenoweth entered a
dancehall and shot George Sydam several times. He then left the
hall and turned himself in to local authorities. The trial was closely
followed in the press and the courthouse was crowded with spec-
tators every day. The Curry County Circuit Court case file in the
Archives holdings shows his attorneys presented a defense, sup-
ported by numerous depositions and more than 20 witnesses that
Chenoweth suffered from “shell shock” and was not in his right
mind at the time of the shooting. The jury found him “not guilty”
but insane and he was committed to the State Hospital in Salem.
A lengthy letter, found in the Attorney General’s Correspondence
from physician F. J. Schliemann, attests to Chenoweth’s charac-
ter and the fact that he had not approved the insanity defense put
forth by his attorneys. Within a few months of his admission to
the State Hospital, Chenoweth was judged by the medical staff to
have recovered his sanity and he was released. Chenoweth re-
turned to the Southern Oregon Coast and lived there until his
death in 1969.    
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