
eason five of the popular television show, Who Do You Think
You Are?, was the first to tell a story with an Oregon connec-
tion.  Season six also contained a story of early immigrants

to the Oregon Territory and this time they came by ship rather
than covered wagon. 

Actor, Tony Goldwyn was surprised to find that his grand-
mother on his maternal line was born in Oregon. Again the Early
Oregonian database provided the clue that allowed Mr. Goldwyn
to begin to uncover resources revealing the interesting and chal-
lenging life his three times great grandparents lived as early set-
tlers in what became the City of Hood River. Although the film
crew spent time filming at the Archives and Mr. Goldwyn con-
sulted with historian Cynthia Culver Prescott, the probate records
they studied while in Salem had to be being edited out due to
time constraints. 

In addition to the will he found in the probate file, there were
receipts showing the money spent for the shroud and casket
used to bury Nathaniel Coe, Goldwyn’s ancestor. The concluding
scenes in this episode show Goldwyn visiting the cemetery in
Hood River where Nathaniel and his wife Mary are buried. It is
exciting to see archival records used in such a visible way to tell
these personal stories, while also touching on larger historical
themes such as political activism and the concept of manifest
destiny.
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