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Purpose & Acknowledgements

Accessible voting materials in voters’ languages improve government transparency and
support more active voter participation. In 2021, the Oregon Legislature passed the Voter
Language Access Bill (HB 3021) to remove barriers to voting for those who are not fully
proficient in English. The law, codified in Oregon Revised Statutes Chapter 251, centralized
statewide election translation services in the Secretary of State's office and requires the
Secretary of State to translate portions of state and county voters’ pamphlets into Oregon'’s
most spoken languages.

To help in this effort, the Secretary of State’s Translation Advisory Council was created. The
Council is made up of volunteer community members who represent the ethnic, linguistic,
and cultural diversity of Oregon voters. Council members review voters’ pamphlet translations
before each election to make sure translations are accurate and retain the original tone and
meaning in a culturally appropriate manner.

The Translation Advisory Council, translators, the Oregon Secretary of State’s Election
Division, and county bilingual elections staff collaborated to adapt the U.S. Election
Assistance Commission’s multilingual Glossary of Key Election Terminology to Oregon'’s
elections terminology and procedures. Translated glossaries for each language of translation
provide consistency across all translated materials regardless of the translator.

The Oregon Secretary of State asks contractors, vendors, county elections officials, and
Council reviewers to use this Oregon Secretary of State Translated Glossary of Elections
Terminology and the accompanying Oregon Secretary of State Style Guide when providing
translated elections materials.

The Secretary thanks and acknowledges the U.S. Election Assistance Commission for
providing their invaluable resources, the Multnomah County Elections Office for their
mentorship and sharing their Multnomah County Elections Definitions, the Los Angeles
County translated Elections Glossaries, and collaboration with the staff at King County, WA
Elections Office for sharing their translated Elections Glossaries. The Oregon Secretary of
State translated glossary will serve as an invaluable resource for translators and reviewers of
translations and ensure uniformity across the state.
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https://www.oregon.gov/languages/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/glossary_files/Glossary_of_Election_Terms_EAC.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/glossary_files/Glossary_of_Election_Terms_EAC.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/glossary_files/Glossary_of_Election_Terms_EAC.pdf
https://www.lavote.gov/home/voting-elections/voter-education/multilingual-services-program/multilingual-services-program
https://www.lavote.gov/home/voting-elections/voter-education/multilingual-services-program/multilingual-services-program
https://www.lavote.gov/home/voting-elections/voter-education/multilingual-services-program/multilingual-services-program
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English term and definition Thai

Absentee Ballot Unsasazuuud i ldunTdans
A ballot cast by a registered voter who will be
away from their home address during an
election including a voter living abroad, serving
in the military, traveling, or attending school.

Absentee Ballot Request Form nuuwosusosvotinsasmzuu lsil
A form used by a voter to request an absentee dgunTdans

ballot.

Absentee Mail Process dunouInaainsasnzuUnVDIiA L
A series of actions or steps taken when voting | ldunTdans

using an absentee ballot.

Absentee Vote AL InEUTnSaIAzIUA L
A vote cast using an absentee ballot. RN

Absentee Voter Hasazuuusulnsasazuuui sl
A voter who uses an absentee ballot to vote. uTdans

Absentee Voter Status anuzvfasazuuui b ldun T2
A term used by election officials when ns

determining whether a voter is eligible for,
applied for or voted using an absentee ballot.

Accessibility ANSLENA
Measurable characteristics that indicate the
degree to which a system is available to, and
usable by, individuals with disabilities. The most
common disabllities include those associated
with vision, hearing, mobility, and cognitive
disabilities.

Accessible Resources unasdoyantdfa e
Tools to increase access for individuals with
disabilities or limited English proficiency,
including assistive technology, alternate format
ballots, assistance from county assistance teams,
signature stamps, audio materials, videos, and
translations, among others.

Active Registered Voter Wasazuuuiasnandosunardans
A voter whose record is current with the
appropriate election authority and is eligible to
vote.

Active Status aauzans
A term used by election officials when a voter's
record shows that the voter is eligible to vote.

Address Confidentiality Program (ACP) TusuasuamsuiAusnvANuEUIE
A service to assist survivors of domestic sswandunitos (Address

violence, sexual assault, stalking or human Confidentiality Program ACP)
trafficking to shield their address from public

records.
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Adjudicate sindu
To make an official decision about who is right
in a dispute.

Affiliated Voter Wasazuuutdoamdunusing
A voter currently registered to vote with a
recognized political party.

Affiliation anuNsal
Voters registering to vote and formally
associating themselves with a recognized
political party.

Alternate Format Ballot (AFB) vnsatpzuuusduuuniaiaon

A ballot provided by election officials to serve (Alternate Format Ballot AFB)
voters who are unable to use a standard printed
ballot to vote privately and independently.

Amendment ANsud lasssssuya
A change to the U.S. Constitution or the
constitution of a state. Voters must approve
changes to a constitution.

Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) wszsviaifinuaiuEAuRinuN
A federal civil rights law that prohibits wwan 1w (Americans With
discrimination against individuals with Disabilities Act ADA)

disabilities in all areas of public life and all
public and private places that are open to the
general public.

Annexation ASHUINAULAL
To extend the boundaries of a city to include
territory that is not within a city and that is
contiguous to the city and which affects the rate
of taxation on property in the annexed territory.

Application PAANS
An official request for something in writing or by
submitting a form.

Appointed ANSUEG
Officially chosen or given a role, job,
responsibility, or position.

Argument AsoAls e
A written statement agreeing or disagreeing
with a proposed measure.

Assistance to Vote Wahomds Tunaisasazuudeg
Voters with disabilities are allowed assistance
from a person of their choice with limited
exceptions.

Assistive Technology waluladiio TWauaromss
An item used to increase, maintain, or improve
the functional capabilities of persons with
disabilities.

At Large Tlsinvarn
The whole membership or population rather
than a subset.
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Attorney General JuNISANAN
An elected, state-level, partisan officer who is
responsible for providing legal representation to
the Oregon state government and running
justice programs related to child support, crime
victims, and consumer protections.

Audio Format sduuuen
A format where information is communicated
through sounds and speech.

Audit ANSASIAFO UL YD
(1) A systematic, independent documented
process for determining the extent to which
specified requirements are fulfilled. (2) A review
of a system and its controls to determine its
operational status and the accuracy of its
outputs.

Automatic Voter Registration Asamndoufiansidoncedn lulda
An automatic, nonaffiliated voter registration
process through qualifying interactions at the
Driver and Motor Vehicle Services (DMV).

Ballot Unsasnzuitit
A paper form with contests (a list of candidates
for office) and ballot measures (proposed laws
or amendments) that voters mark to make
choices. What contests are on each voter's ballot
depends on where that voter lives (which
jurisdictions and districts the voter lives in).

Ballot Drop Box ARDIAYAzIUULRSIEDN
An official, locked container, either indoors or
outdoors, where voters can return a ballot for
collection.

Ballot Drop Sites o lodasnzunndog
An official ballot collection location with a ballot
drop box for voters to cast their ballot.

Ballot Envelope BIIUNTRIALULLL
Official envelopes used to transport or enclose

ballots.

Ballot Initiative sNURNTAIAZIULLL

A measure or bill proposed by voters to create a
law, a local ordinance, a change to the State
Constitution, or to adopt or reject a bill passed
by the Oregon Legislature. Once on the ballot, it
is approved or rejected by voters.

Ballot Measure HINSTANTAIALUUULA LN
A question that appears on the ballot for a
proposed law, act, act of the Legislative
Assembly, or a revision of or amendment to the
Oregon Constitution.
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Ballot Packet

Information mailed to voters which may include
a ballot, envelope, and voting information,
among others.

BAUnTAIATUUL

Ballot Return Envelope
An official envelope to return a voted ballot
signed by the voter.

BIIAANHYRIAUUNTAIAZLUL

Ballot Secrecy

A set of rules and procedures to ensure the
fundamental right of voters in the United States
to cast a secret ballot. These procedures ensure
that no ballot can be associated with a voter,
thereby allowing voters to mark their ballots
freely and without fear of repercussion or
reprisal.

Unsasazununitay

Ballot Title

The official short summary of a ballot measure
that appears on a ballot, which consists of a
caption, the question to voters, and a summary
of the measure and its major effects.

o L o

AYIURNFTANALLUU L

Biennium
A specified period of two years.

521N aANA4

Bilingual Requirements

Federal laws and regulations that determine
which election materials need to be available in
languages other than English.

daaiuadisuAIEININLEDA

Bill

A measure that, if passed, creates a new law,
amends or repeals existing law, or takes another
action.

D

WSLIY

D
2,

Bill of Rights

A set of legal and constitutional protections
ensuring the opportunity to vote in free and fair
elections. In Oregon, these are called the
Oregon Voter Bill of Rights.

)
¢

WSYsY MNAUINS

D
2,

Blind
Having very limited or lack of vision.

omiblo]

Board of Canvassers

An official group following specific rules and
procedures to compile, review, and validate
election materials.

ARLEATSHANSOSALUUALUULR LA
N6

Board of Commissioners
The governing body of a county consisting of
members elected by the voters.

ANSSHISNS
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Bond

A debt obligation issued by jurisdictions to fund
major capital improvement projects over time.
Bonds are generally repaid through property
taxes. The financial impact of a bond election
will vary from resident to resident based on
property values and the number of bonds issues.

wusiins

Bond Election

An election where a proposal to allow a state or
local government to approve additional
spending in which a debt and obligation are
repaid with interest appears on the ballot for
voters to decide.

ANSLAIAMNINUSLNS

Bond Issue

A proposal to allow a state or local government
to approve additional spending in which a debt
and obligation are repaid with interest.

ANsaNNUSILINSG

Bond Measure
A question that appears on the ballot proposing
additional spending through the use of a bond.

nsAIsiusiling

Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI)

State agency which protects employment rights,
advances employment opportunities, and
protects access to housing and public
accommodations free from discrimination.

ASNUSHIULAZANANNSSH (Bureau
of Labor and Industries BOLI)

Campaign

A series of democratic activities to influence a
political vote for or against candidates or ballot
questions.

ANSTALSIAVNLR Y

Campaign Finance
The act of raising and spending funds for
political purposes.

ﬂ'l'iﬁustuﬂ'l‘iim‘isiﬂfﬂ'llﬁil\i

Campaign Finance Disclosure
The act of reporting campaign contributions and
expenditures.

AMsatNgaN15RL TunssaLsaa
Y RIGIN

Campaign Finance Disclosure Statements
Required reports that detail political
contributions and expenditures.

uaasnsaliagsiun1shu lunns
saL59ANLE U9

Campaign Finance Reporting Requirements
A set of requirements that detail the rules and
regulations for raising and spending funds and
contributions for political purposes.

darmua lun1ssraudunsRu
Tun1ssarseanndoa

Candidacy AR TS TTEL RN
The state of being a candidate.
Candidate Wasains

A person running for elected office.
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Candidate Statement AnaaINsaivgasANAs
A candidate-provided written summary of
information about a candidate for public office
for the purposes of influencing voters.

Candidate Withdrawal ANsadUMIYIANHIAS
A person files to be a candidate for office but
later withdraws their filing and will not appear
on the final ballot.

Canvass vuazuuu
(1) To reconcile every ballot cast and counted,
including ballots received, accepted, rejected,
provisional, challenged, and accounting for all
ballots submitted by uniformed military and
overseas citizen voters. (2) To solicit votes or
political support.

Cast ANS22nLR BN
The final action a voter takes in selecting contest
options and irrevocably confirming their intent
to vote as selected.

Cast Ballot Unsoanidag
A ballot that a voter has selected contest
options as their intent to vote as selected and
submitted it in an official ballot box.

Caucus (noun) ANSUSLBNVIINGTANSLIHDN
A group of people who share something in
common, such as the same political party, area
of the state, or something else.

Caucus (verb) ANSUSLBNVIINGTANSLIHDN
To meet with a local party or group to address
policy questions and select political candidates
for office or political party leaders.

Certification ANS55U594
Procedure by which a third party gives written
assurance that a product, process, or service
conforms to specified requirements.

Certification of Election ANSsUsINNSIEDNeY
A written statement attesting that the tabulation
and canvassing of the election is complete and
accurate.

Certification of Official Election Results ANssuUsoINansIdanssotnaunn
A written statement attesting that the election 915

results are a true and accurate accounting of all
votes cast in a particular election.

Certified Ballot Unsasazuuui ldsun1ssusog
A ballot that has been certified by the county
clerk through the ballot counting process.
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Certified Election Results WANSIEARIT ld5UA1S5USDY
Final vote tallies that have been attested as true
and accurate by the official responsible for
confirming their accuracy.

Certify SUs24
The act of a third party giving written assurance
that a product, process, or service conforms to
specified requirements.

Chair Uszse
A person chosen to lead meetings of groups,
boards, commissions, or councils, usually
through an election of members.

Challenged Ballot ANSARAIUANSDDALR LN
A ballot that is held for further research because
there is a question about whether it should be
counted.

Challenged Voter ANSARA N AIAZIUL
A voter whose eligibility to cast a ballot has
been questioned.

Change of Address Aswasuiios
The act of a voter re-registering to vote to
update their residence or mailing address.

Charter nNUns
A legal document that creates and sets rules for
a municipal or local districts. Oregon is a home
rule state which means that incorporated
municipalities can make limited rules that have
the force of law. Document by a legislative
authority, such as a city or county, that defines
the laws and regulations of that body.

Check the Box ANSnsIanaNLEanea
The act of marking a vote on a ballot.

Checks and Balances ANSANAAT U
A system that allows each branch of government
to amend, override, or veto acts of another
branch to prevent any one branch from exerting
too much power or power beyond its authority.

Chief Election Officer i miinisidonsia
The Oregon Secretary of State is the official
responsible for overseeing elections in Oregon.

Chief State Election Officer Wimidmiainnsidonniavasss
The official responsible for overseeing elections

in a state.

Circuit Court ANAaLY

Oregon general jurisdiction trial courts in
judicial districts that decide all types of civil and
criminal cases.
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Circuit Court Judge AANNISANAUDN
Oregon nonpartisan elected officials in judicial
districts, adjudicating on legal matters in the
state system of trial courts.

Circulate ST
The act of attempting to gather signatures from
voters for initiatives, referendums, or candidates.

Citizen waiiog
A person who, by place of birth, nationality of
one or both parents, or naturalization is granted
full rights and responsibilities as a member of a
nation or political community.

Citizen Initiatives ANSHAIUSINVDINALTOU
The procedure and process by which citizens can
propose a law directly to a governing body.

City (FIGN]

An incorporated local government body within a

state.

City Charter agunsIncfanaAua

A written document by a city that defines the
laws and regulations of that body.

City Council anunfuna
The governing body of a city consisting of
members elected by voters.

City Councilor dunBadganEUIa
City Council members elected to represent city
residents, often by geographic voting districts.

City Hall A1aNINNSLHag
A building used as offices by people working for
a city government.

City Ordinance AHLAALYIUDILIHD
A law passed by a city.

Clerk BT
An official responsible for administering an
election or an election process.

Close of Registration Yansasnadon
The last day that a citizen can register to vote or
update their voter registration before an
election.
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Closed Primary

Major political parties in Oregon hold closed
primary elections to choose candidates to
represent them in general elections. Oregon law
allows major political parties to decide whether
to hold open or closed primary elections. In a
closed party election, only voters who are
registered with the major political party can vote
for the candidates in that party’s primary. Voters
receive a ballot listing only those candidates
running for office in the major political party
with which the voters are affiliated, along with
nonpartisan races and ballot measures. Voters
not registered with a major political party
receive a ballot listing only nonpartisan
candidate races and ballot measures in a closed
party primary election.

AsiAandvdusuIanIzaNdaiiag
nadguviniuiignunsnoaantdusadn
st 16

Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor and
Industries

Nonpartisan, Oregon statewide elected official
who oversees work to protect employment
rights, advances employment opportunities, and
protects access to housing and public
accommodations.

ISUANTHUSNULAZANFAINANTTH

Committee ALENSSNANS

A small group of people chosen to represent a

larger organization and either make decisions or

collect information for it.

Community College District I UOINBADBHBU
Two-year, public schools that provide

postsecondary education with an elected board.

Community colleges are sometimes called junior

colleges.

Community Outreach ANSIENHINBNBU
Programs and voter materials to remove barriers

to voting, often through partnering with

community-based organizations and attendance

at community events.

Compression AsUsuanaid
To reduce property taxes on accounts whose

taxes exceed tax limitations.

Conduct an Election ANsIANSsIaonEa

The act of managing, running, and overseeing
an election.

Congressional District

A political subdivision for the purpose of
electing U.S. representatives. Oregon has six
Congressional districts.

o

IundAnfUuain
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Constituent
A voter or resident in a district that an elected
official represents.

HUNUAISIaaA6Y

Constitution

The basic principles and laws of a nation, state,
or social group that determine the powers and
duties of the government and guarantee certain
rights to the people in it.

BT 7 HL AT

Constitution (political party)
A minor political party in Oregon.

wssamduangdu (Constitution
(WessANISL§HY))

Contest

(1) One or more decisions being put before
voters, such as candidates for public office,
approval or disapproval of a constitutional
amendment. These decisions are sometimes
called "race,” "question,” or “issue.” (2) A legal
challenge of an election outcome.

ANSUAITU

Contested Races
An election contest with more candidates that
there are vacancies for that election.

ANsudNuitAuduuEsins

Count

(1) Process of totaling votes. (2) The number
representing the result of totaling numbers of
votes.

AsiiuAzliuiL

County

One of 36 political and administrative divisions
of Oregon, providing certain local government
services and governed by boards of
commissioners or county court.

Hartna

County Clerk
County official responsible for administering an
election or an election process.

lddguNaNa

County Commission
The governing body of a county consisting of
members elected by the voters.

ALENTITHISANSTHAUNA

County Courthouse
A county building used for offices and
courtrooms.

faNatNna

County District Attorney

Nonpartisan, elected county official providing
legal representation of the public in criminal
matters by filing and pressing criminal charges
and seeking justice for crime victims.

IUANSLUANAUNA

County Election Office

County elections offices are responsible for
mailing ballots and registering voters, among
other duties.

dinsunsidaancudszanuaina
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County Election Officer
An official who is responsible for election
administration for a county.

Fniinainaunsidanedadsyan
HAULNA

County Election Precinct

Election administrative division corresponding
to a geographic area that is the basis for
determining which contests the voters legally
residing in that area are eligible to vote on.

1wanstaansNlszINNAUNa

County Measure
A law, issue, or question that appears on a ballot
for voters of a county to decide.

HIFTANFVINHAUNA

County of Residence

The county in a state in which, at the time a
person receives services, the person is living and
has established an ongoing presence for a
permanent or indefinite period of time.

uuNaviotondy

County Special District

A political subdivision of a county established to
provide a single public service (such as water
supply or sanitation) within a specific
geographic area.

LYUANLAYYDIINAANA

County Voters’ Pamphlet

A written document mailed at the direction of a
county elections official to county residents for
the purposes of providing information about the
election such as election dates and deadlines,
instructions for voting, and information about
candidates and measures.

aansasnzuun lunana

Court of Appeals ANaanssal

A statewide court hearing appeals from the

circuit courts and administrative agency

decisions.

Court of Appeals Judge nanNsANaanssal

Nonpartisan, statewide elected official
adjudicating in the first level of appeal following
Oregon circuit court trials and administrative
agency decisions.

Culturally Responsive

|dentifying, nurturing, and using community
customs, norms, and values, usually through
direct experience in a culture, and appropriately
expressing and reflecting those to meet the
intended audience’s needs.

ANTODUAUDINDIGNUSTTH

Curbside Drop Box
A voter can cast a ballot in a ballot drop box
while in a vehicle.

NANNLIUUNFTAIAZHULUULIUNN
U

Current Resident Address
The address where a person is currently living
and may be different than a mailing address.

ogonduidaaiin
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Cybersecurity

Measures taken to protect computer systems
and data from attack and unauthorized access
or use.

nstlossunng leiluas

Damaged Ballot

A ballot that has been torn, bent, or otherwise
mutilated or rendered unreadable such that it
cannot be processed.

Unsi1ds

Deadline
The last day or time to complete actions for a
specific election or election processes.

ANuAaLAan

Deaf
To have a hearing loss so severe that there is
very little or no functional hearing.

NWWaAAITWVNAS IREU

Declaration of Candidacy
The act of completing the required paperwork
to become a candidate for public office.

Uszaneisuainsidane

Defective Ballot

A ballot that has been torn, defaced, or marked
in a way that it cannot be tabulated by a
scanner.

vnsasnzuungd1sn

Delegate
An authorized person chosen to represent each
state at a political party’s convention.

siunu

Democracy

A government in which the supreme power is
vested in the people and exercised by them
directly or indirectly through a system of
representation usually involving periodically
held free elections.

IG\T&I A6

Democratic (political party)
A major political party in Oregon.

WI5ALA NLASH (Democratic
(WssANT5LH4))

Department of Administrative Services (DAS)
Central administrative agency of Oregon state
government which works to implement the
policy and financial decisions made by the
Governor and the Legislature and ensure
accountability of state government. The agency
also oversees internet technology investments
and cyber security services under the direction
of the DAS Chief Information Officer.

Wauinisn1susnns (Department
of Administrative Services DAS)

Department of Human Services (DHS)

State agency which provides services through
programs serving the elderly, individuals with
disabilities, families and children, victims of
domestic violence, refugees, and youth who are
experiencing homelessness, among others.

AsznsNUsANsuuEd (Department
of Human Services DHS)
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Department of Revenue (DOR)

State agency which administers Oregon tax laws,
processes revenue, and acts as the central debt
collection agency for other state agencies,
boards, commissions, and local governments.

AsuAsswnns (Department of
Revenue DOR)

Department of Transportation (ODOT)

State agency that provides transportation
systems through programs related to Oregon'’s
system of highways, roads, and bridges; railways;
public transportation services; transportation
safety programs; driver and vehicle licensing
(DMV); and motor carrier regulation.

Asuvudas (Department of
Transportation ODOT)

Director of Elections

The head of the Oregon Elections Division in the
Secretary of State’s office charged with
overseeing elections.

iouransHhanI5IaaN6S

Disability

With respect to an individual and defined in the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): (1) a
physical or mental impairment that substantially
limits one or more of the major life activities of
such individual; (2) a record of such impairment;
(3) being regarded as having such an
impairment.

AMTNANANTN

Disability Rights Oregon

A non-profit advocacy organization that ensures
people with disabilities can readily access public
resources through legal advocacy.

ﬁmﬁmm@'v!wwan'\wTu-s’g Oregon

Disabled

An individual defined by the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) as a person who has a
physical or mental impairment that substantially
limits one or more major life activities, a person
who has a history or record of such an
impairment, or a person who is perceived by
others as having such an impairment.

NANaANTN

Disabled Voters

Voters that may require assistance during the
election process to interact with systems not
designed using universal design.

HANATIUULE B NINaN W

Disclaimer

Public notice that voter pamphlet information
paid for and submitted by a candidate, a
political party, an assembly of electors, or a
person supporting or opposing a measure to
influence voting was not verified for accuracy by
the state or county.

daIANAMAMNUSUHNABIU

Discrimination
Unequal treatment.

=

AsLtaNUAU

laTNBMsuriesg Oregon aAstudwyinmun nsiAsdunsidenss (Thai Elections Glossary) rev. 7.2026

14



District U6

A geographical area that elected official serves

or represents. There are many different and

overlapping special districts (community college,

school, water, fire, library, transportation, soil

and water, and other districts).

District Map UHUALYR
The official map of the district boundaries and

the areas within the district.

District Office aninanuian

An office of the federal,state, or local
government that is not voted on statewide.

Drive-through Ballot Drop Box
To use a vehicle to access the ballot drop box.

nadvaNAzIUUlinsIdancauuy lasi
ns

Drive-through Drop Box
To use a vehicle to access the ballot drop box.

AaosasAznuM s lasiing

Drive-up Ballot Drop Access
To use a vehicle to access the ballot drop box.

gnsritdauinsatnsu UL UL UNI
e

Drive-up Ballot Drop Box
To use a vehicle to access the ballot drop box.

naovasAzuunsidonaanuy lasi
N

Drive-up Drop Box
To use a vehicle to access the ballot drop box.

nadvaIAzIULLEDIUUY lasiow

Drop Box ARDIANALUUULIR B
A locked container, either indoors or outdoors,

where voters can return a ballot for collection by

an election official. It may be located at various

local neighborhood sites for the convenience of

voters.

Drop Site AnUNAIRIUULE B9

An official location for a drop box or other
official ballot collection location.

Drop Site Locator
An online tool to search for official locations of
drop boxes in Oregon.

sz!mwnvnanﬁuﬁ'mnmumﬁm

Duplicate Ballot

A blank ballot onto which original votes are
copied exactly for the purposes of counting
when the original ballot is damaged or is not
machine-readable and cannot be enhanced.

vasasazunniiadn

Easy Voting Guide

A nonpartisan voting guide published by
Disability Rights Oregon for people with
disabilities.

AdaavRrunnId BN uAY
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Education Service District (ESD)

A regional education agency providing various
school districts with a wide array of educational
programs and services, many of which are too
costly or limited in demand for a single location.
Elected boards govern ESDs.

AANTUSNSHNUANSANEVDINSG
(Education Service District ESD)

Elect
The act of choosing a person to hold public
office through a public election.

GNI2EAIN RN

Elected Officials

Individuals who have been elected to hold
public office or candidates appointed in lieu of
being elected to a public office.

s lesuidanatinadunnenns

Election

A formal process of selecting a person for public
office or of accepting or rejecting a political
proposition by voting.

ANSLADAKN

Election Assistance Commission (EAC)

The Election Assistance Commission was created
by the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) to assist
the states in improving elections administration
and security and administer a national
clearinghouse on shared practices, information
for voters, and other resources.

AZASTHANSTBILINADNNSLADNK
(Election Assistance
Commission EAC)

Election Calendar
The official list of key dates and voting deadlines
for an election.

Election Day
The last day on which voters may cast a ballot.

Election Equipment Testing

Procedures to examine the readiness and legal
compliance of election hardware, software, or
other materials prior to conducting elections.

asnadavalnsninisiianey

Election Integrity

An election that is professional, impartial, and
transparent in its preparation and administration
throughout the electoral cycle.

ANMNAFALATANNANUSALVDINNSL
A9NK4

Election Law AQUUNBANSIEDARY
The official laws that govern the electoral

process.

Election Materials donsidaneia

[tems to assist voters and conduct an election.

Election Office d1inaunsidaneia

A government department that is responsible
for overseeing or administering elections.

Election Officer
An official responsible for administering an
election or an election process.

I@WnininsIdonea
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Election Results

Unofficial reports of the outcome of an
election appearing in media reports on
election night that are preliminary.

WNAaNISLADAMNY

Election Security

Detailed processes and procedures in place to
identify improvements and to develop
contingency plans to ensure systems and votes
are secure.

AaNNdaanaunIsIaDNMY

Elections Director

The head of the Oregon Elections Division in the
Secretary of State’s office charged with
overseeing elections.

iouwansHanIsIaaN6S

Elections Division

The department of Oregon state government in
the Secretary of State’s office charged with
overseeing elections.

LNUANISLADAMY

Elections Officials
The people associated with administering and
conducting elections.

AstaancIagNIdun1enIg

Elective Office
An office that is filled primarily or exclusively via
election.

gnuniialagnsidanea

Elector WHANS1aan0
(1) A person qualified to vote in an election.

(2) A person appointed by a state in the U.S. to

vote for president and vice president in the

electoral college.

Electoral College anLzjiaoncia

A federal body of people representing the states
of the U.S. who formally cast votes for the
election of the president and vice president.

Electoral Votes
Votes cast by members of the electoral college.

ANTAIAZIUULFDILADNEN

Electorate
All the people in a political jurisdiction who are
entitled to vote in an election.

AREVERBRIEHNEL RN

Elementary School
Primary school usually encompassing grades
one through five or six.

TsaiBpudszan

Eligibility for Office
Meeting all of the legal requirements to hold a
public office.

AUANURA s UsKL

Eligible
Having the necessary qualities or fulfilling the
necessary conditions.

Eligible to Vote
A person who meets the requirements to vote.

ddnsooniduvasazuiit
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Endorsement

An act of giving one’s public approval or
support to someone or something, such as a
candidate for public office or a ballot measure
guestion.

asaAduauU

Estimate of Financial Impact

An analysis of a measure's financial effect on
state, local or tribal government expenditures,
revenues, or indebtedness.

ANsUszNaALANTHNANTENUNINANSHNU

Explanatory Statement AuaaINIsaiasuny
An impartial statement explaining a ballot

measure.

Federal SSUNANNS

Relating to a central government, not a state or
local government.

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

An intelligence-driven national security
organization with both intelligence and law
enforcement responsibilities.

atnauaavuarunang (Federal
Bureau of Investigation FBI)

Federal Candidate

An individual running for nomination or election
to a partisan federal office, including U.S.
President, U.S. Vice President, U.S. Senator, and
U.S. Representative.

o

ifasinsvaIsguIana

Federal Election

Any primary, general, runoff, or special election
in which a candidate for federal office appears
on the ballot.

ANSLANMNNAN

Federal Election Commission (FEC)
Independent agency responsible for
administering and enforcing laws that cover
federal election campaigns.

ARLYASINANTNANSIADANDDINISTUNA
na (Federal Election
Commission FEC)

Federal Office

An elected federal-level position that includes
U.S. President, U.S. Vice President, member of
the U.S. Senate, or member of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

SNUKRLNYDISFUNANANN

Federal Voting Rights Act
Federal legislation that prohibits racial
discrimination in voting.

aguungindnansTunisoaniduea
JALHUUYIIANNUSSG

Filing Petitions
Formally submitting a petition to the governing
authority.

AsduF1so4

Fill in The Oval
The act of making a mark on a ballot by filling in
the shape to demonstrate one's voting choice.

N5ViNtAS DN AL T 249
N

laTNBMsuriesg Oregon aAstudwyinmun nsiAsdunsidenss (Thai Elections Glossary) rev. 7.2026

18



Financial Impact

An analysis of a measure's financial effect on
state, local or tribal government expenditures,
revenues, or indebtedness.

NANTTNUNINANSTIHNU

Fire District / Fire Protection District

A geographical unit of local government given
the task of providing fire suppression and
emergency medical service to residents of the
district community. Elected boards govern these
districts.

wibhuau Wi / wibhoeuau Twin

First-class Postage

The United States Postal Service service fee for
regular mail with priority delivery within 1-5
business days.

lususiibaduilsanana

Fiscal Statement

An analysis of a bill by the Oregon Legislative
Fiscal Office that estimates future costs resulting
from the passage of a bill.

ALaaIAISAlAIUIUANSAAY

Forensic Handwriting Analysis
An analysis of side-by-side known writing
samples for the purpose of verifying signatures.

AsAtAs iriangiianNiliingena
ns

Forms of Identification

Means of proving a person’s identity, especially
in the form of official papers. Common examples
include driver's licenses, DMV-issued
identification cards, passports and other
government- issued documents.

stuvunsdugusanu

Forwardable ausnaAacio le
U.S. Postal Service mail which can redirected to

a new address.

Fraud Asaalng

The misrepresentation or alteration of the true
results of an election.

Fraudulent Activity
Actions that misrepresent or are unlawful.

ﬁanssuﬁ'vﬂun'\s;’iaim

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

A document that provides answers to a list of
typical questions that users might ask regarding
a particular subject.

danuvinutos (Frequently Asked
Questions FAQ)

Fundraising ANSTLANNU

To seek financial support for a political

candidate, campaign, or organization for the

purpose of influencing an electoral outcome.

General Election ANstdonsiavin U

A statewide election that is held so that
registered voters can decide state and national
officials who will head the government.
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General Fund

(1) State government general fund is a fiscal
appropriation for agencies’ general public
purposes, largely from personal and corporate
income taxes. These are separate from lottery
funds, federal funds, and other funds. (2) Local
government general funds are the budgeted
funds for general and operations expenditures
at the local level. General funds are separate
from special revenue funds such as capital
improvement project funds, debt service funds,
etc.

AUz I

General Obligation Bond

A debt obligation issued by jurisdictions to fund
major capital improvement projects over time
through property taxes. These bonds are not
subject to Oregon Constitutional tax limits.

wustinsaszaniui

Governor KINN595

A constitutionally established partisan officer

holding chief executive powers of the State.

Gubernatorial AsuKINA555
Relating to a state governor or the office of state

governor.

Hand Count asvuiuaiio

Counting ballot sheets or selections on ballot
sheets by human examination.

Hard of Hearing

Refers to a hearing loss where there may be
enough residual hearing that an auditory device
may provide aid.

Asddayrinienis ldou

Hearing
An opportunity to state one’s case through a
formal administrative process.

s ledu

Hearing Impaired

To have any degree of hearing loss, from mild to
profound including deafness and being hard of
hearing.

ANSUNNSDINNANS Le D1

Help America Vote Act Of 2002 (HAVA)
Act passed by the U.S. Congress to make
reforms to the nation’s voting process.

wszsBluaifitaansBIURDA
watNsAuaInzuuul 2022
(Help America Vote Act HAVA)

High School

A school attended after elementary school
and middle school consisting of grades 9
through 12.

Tsaisausisun

Hold Elections
The term used when government authorities
administer elections.

ANFANNASIADAMNY
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Hold Office R R PR ERGYY
A term used to describe an individual who has

been sworn into public office and is currently

serving in the position.

Home Rule ANsUNAS2INLLDY
The right of the people in cities or other local

districts to set up and change their own

governmental structure.

Homeless i} 150

Persons who do not have a fixed habitation.

House of Representatives ANNBAANTUNUSIBYS

The lower house of the United States Congress
or Oregon State Legislature.

House Seat

Region from which voting representatives are
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives or
State House of Representatives.

NANAALIDAGIUNUS NS

Houseless
Persons who do not have a fixed habitation.

Isiiosi

HTML Ballot
Ballots marked using assistive technology then
printed and returned.

vnsidansa HTML

Incumbent
A candidate who is currently holding an office.

KANSIsLALY

Independent (Political Party)
A minor political party in Oregon.

wssaduntnuiaun (Independent
(WssANISLHDN))

Independent Candidates
Any candidate who claims not to be affiliated
with a political party.

o

HANASNSSASUAINULIAUNE

Indicator

The space provided next to the name of each
candidate and ballot question choice, to be used
for marking a vote.

R ING ]

Initiative

Voters ask to place proposed laws or local
ordinances, or changes to the State Constitution,
on the election ballot via petition.

ANSLEUD

Initiative Petition

A voter-driven petition to place proposed laws,
local ordinances, or constitutional amendments
on the ballot through gathering signatures.

ANSLAUDANSDN

Interpreter

A person who processes a spoken message in
one language and accurately and completely
renders it into another spoken language.

AN

Issue
To give something to someone in an official
manner.

Usufin

laTNBMsuriesg Oregon aAstudwyinmun nsiAsdunsidenss (Thai Elections Glossary) rev. 7.2026

21



Issue (To Issue a Vote)
When an official authority gives a voter a ballot
to vote.

N1599n (AN529MAua11n)

1]

Judge NN

A nonpartisan elected official in an Oregon

judicial district adjudicating on legal matters in

the state system of trial courts.

Judge of the Oregon Tax Court HNWwnENanTEiaranns Oregon
A nonpartisan elected official adjudicating on

legal matters related to state tax laws.

Judicial District L UANIUIIAA

State districts with elected circuit court judges.

Justice of the Oregon Supreme Court

One of seven nonpartisan judges elected to the
Supreme Court to interpret Oregon law by
discretionary review of appeals from the Court
of Appeals and direct review of original
jurisdiction cases.

=

WNwnEBaIAIagn1s5 Oregon

Language Assistance

Tools to increase access for individuals with
limited English proficiency, including translated
materials and use of interpreters and bilingual
staff, among others. The Voting Rights Act (VRA)
outlaws literacy and language-based voting
qualifications or prerequisites.

W gmaaa AN

Large Print Ballot
A ballot designed to have a larger print, making
it easier to read.

nsasnzuuunuusiINun aj

Law Enforcement

Members of government who act to enforce the
law by discovering, deterring, rehabilitating, or
punishing people who violate the rules and
norms governing that society.

o o

WusruTdnguune

Lawful Permanent Resident

A small group of appointed legislators from
both political parties to consider bills and make
recommendations to the full Senate or House.

LY]

Wouondulnuwoustnenns

Legislative Committee

A nonpartisan legislative service agency that
provides research, analysis and
recommendations on the state’s biennial budget
and prepares fiscal impact statements on
legislative measures for legislators and
legislative committees.

o

Aanznssunsiailfdaait
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Legislative Fiscal Office

A nonpartisan legislative service agency that
provides research, analysis and
recommendations on the state’s 2-year biennial
budget and prepares fiscal impact statements
on legislative measures for legislators and
legislative committees.

arlnaungrungnsAay

Legislative Initiative Amendment
A ballot measure that proposes to amend a law.

ANFEUD llﬂd’l‘ll lﬁNlﬁN‘U‘VI ANV

Legislative Referral

A measure on statutory or constitutional
changes proposed by the Legislature which is
passed to voters to adopt or reject.

o

Asavdszpusdoilfidaaia

Legislative Revenue Office

A nonpartisan state service agency that provides
research and analysis on tax policy and school
finance issues for legislators and legislative
committees.

A iniunasswins

Legislators
An elected group of people serving in U.S.
Congress or state legislature.

o

Augdadaniifdyai

Legislature

An elected group of people serving in the State
Senate and House of Representatives to enact
new state laws and revise existing ones.

=

anitfidsua

Levy (noun)

A collection of local taxes by government based
on the assessed value on a property’s real
market value to support local services (fire
departments, parks, road improvements, etc.). It
is approved by voters and increases property
taxes.

ASsLAUNNE

Levy (verb)
To impose a local tax above current amounts
over a period of time. Approval is by voters.

Libertarian (Political Party)
A minor political party in Oregon.

wssaalwosimisuu (Libertarian
(WssANT5L4))

Limited English Proficient (LEP)

According to the U.S. Census and American
Community Survey, an individual five years or
older, who does not speak English as their
primary language, and who self-reports their
ability to speak English as “less than very well.”

vinrnns I nudangudisndn
(Limited English Proficient LEP)

Local
Governmental jurisdictions below the level of
the state including counties, cities, and districts.

druvioedn
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Local Measures

A proposal to enact, amend, or repeal a new law,
ordinance, or charter at the local government
level that is placed on the ballot for approval or
rejection by voters.

HnsAsAUVIDIAL

Local Option Tax Levy (noun)

An imposed collection of local taxes beyond tax
limitations in the Oregon Constitution, by voter
approval, for a limited term, to fill a gap
between tax limits and local government needs.
It may be a renewal of existing taxes or an
increase to a tax. Voter approval of tax levies
increase property taxes.

AMsIARUANBNNIEoNSTRUDIAL

Machine-Readable Mark
Mark on a paper ballot that meets requirements
for detection by a scanner.

1ASNRNNYTA [D1Asa99 1

Mail Ballots (Noun)

Ballots in vote-by-mail elections returned via
U.S. Postal Service mail, deposited in an
officialdrop box, or delivered in-person to a
county elections office.

vnsasnzuuung lusuaiy

Mail Ballots (Verb)
The process of mailing ballots to voters using
the U.S. Postal Service.

vnsasnzuuung lusuaiy

(to) mail in ballot (verb)
Voter casts marked ballot via U.S. Postal Service.

(69) aenuns Tulnsasnzunn

Mailing Address

The address where a person can receive mail,
which may be different than the address where a
person lives.

Viogdnas lusuaiy

Major Party wssa Tna

A political party with registered members

numbering a certain percentage of all state

voters who are registered and eligible to vote.

Majority dauTnai
More than half.

Mandate ANs0anAEY
An official or authoritative command, usually by

legislative statute or executive order.

Mark 1ASDNKNNY

Any symbol made by the signer that represents
execution of a document or indicates a voting
selection.
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Measure

A measure is any of the following submitted to
the people for their approval or rejection at an
election: a) a proposed law, b) an Act or part of
an Act of the Legislative Assembly, c) a revision
of or an amendment to the Oregon Constitution,
d) local, special, or municipal legislation, e) a
proposition or question.

HINIANS

Measure Argument
A written statement supporting or opposing a
measure on the ballot.

UnsnNsaAlsY

Measure Information

Voting materials that contain information about
a proposed law, constitutional amendment, or
question that is placed on the ballot for
approval or rejection by voters.

L

AHANINTANT

Metro

1) Relating to a large city and the area
surrounding it. 2) The name of an Oregon
regional government with elected officials
serving portions of Clackamas, Multnomah, and
Washington Counties.

nAFUNA

Middle School

An intermediate school between elementary
school and high school, usually encompassing
grades five or six through eight. It was formerly
known as Junior High School.

Tsaispusisuucis

Midterm Election
Elections that take place between presidential
elections.

ANSLA2ANINANNANA

Military Voting

Voting by a member of the United States
uniformed services in active service, including
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, and Merchant Marines, and their spouses
and dependents.

ANTANAZUUULIBNYDINNNS

Minor Party

A political party that does not meet the
requirements to be recognized as a major party,
but otherwise is recognized typically because its
candidates have received a certain percentage
of the vote or through a petition process.

WssALaN

Municipal (adjective)
Relating to a city or town.

WMeuna

Municipal Bond Election

An election where a proposal to allow a
municipal government to approve additional
spending in which a debt and obligation are
repaid with interest appears on the ballot for
approval or rejection.

nsidancaniusinsmeauia
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Municipal Elections
A regular election of candidates and measures
within a municipal governing body.

ANSLADANINGEUNA

Municipal School District
A geographical unit for the local administration
of elementary or secondary schools.

Tsaissumaua

Municipal Water District

A geographical unit of local government given
the task of supplying water and sewer needs to
a community. Elected boards govern these
districts.

Ussdmnduna

Municipality
Refers to a city or town, usually governed by a
mayor and council.

WAUIa

National
Belonging to or maintained by the federal
government.

No Labels Party (political party)

wssalutawa (No Labels Party

A minor political party in Oregon. (WssAN15L§ID4))
Nominate Astauado

To propose an individual to be considered for

public office.

Nomination ANSUENG

The process of being proposed for consideration

to public office.

Nominee i ldsuntsiauado

An individual who has been proposed for
consideration to public office.

Non-Affiliated Voter (NAV)
Voter with no specific relationship or

Wansasazuuun irdordoanssa
AsLiiag (Non-Affiliated

membership in a political party and registered Voter NAV)

to vote as "Not a member of a party.”

Nondiscriminatory Wi Lsidn Tl Ta
Fair and equitable.

Nonpartisan A5 hitldonU{ua

A candidate or public office not affiliated with a
political party.

Nonpartisan Election

An election usually held at the state or local
level where the candidate’s party membership is
not given on the ballot.

asidonsiawog LidaTlde1n

Nonpartisan Office
Elected office for which candidates run without
political party affiliation.

st hidnTildheTa

Not Contested

When there are fewer individuals who file to
become candidates than there are open seats
for election.

sihuntigidlnsians N eI
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Not Forwardable

U.S. Postal Service mail which cannot be
redirected to a new address and is returned to
the sender.

lsisnsnsadasio let

Notice
The announcement of an organization’s
intention, action, or reminder.

miladouldg

Notice to Voters

Official communication from an election office
about an election, voter registration, or election
process.

nilddoueiNansasnzunn

Office dninam
Any federal, state, county, town, municipal,

school, district, or other government position.

Officer W
A term used to describe an individual who has

been sworn into public office and is currently

serving in the position.

Official nns

(1) Of or relating to an office, position, or trust
(2) Holding an office; having authority.

Official Election Results

Final outcome of votes after the election upon
certification of election and the official abstract
of votes is published.

Wanisidoncsaddun1enis

Online Registration
A voter registration form submitted via the
internet to election officials.

nmsasvzdsuaau lail

Open Primary

Primary election in which any voter can
participate, regardless of their political
affiliation. In Oregon, primary elections are
closed. However, each major political party, at
each different primary, may choose to open
their primary election ballot to nonaffiliated
voters. Electors registered as not being affiliated
with any political party must request major
parties’ ballot.

nsidonssdudunvuiaionniasl
ASSULADAGN

Open Seat siNUKLNINY
A public office that does not have an elected

official in it and an election will fill the office.

Opponent AL
Other candidates running for office who belong

to a different party or who have different aims

or policies.

Oppose ARAU

Disapproving of or disagreeing with.
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Order on The Ballot
The arrangement of contests and candidates
appearing on a ballot.

anauuuldnsasazil

Ordinance
A piece of legislation enacted by a local
authority.

meidsuai6

Oregon Administrative Rule (OAR)

Any state agency directive, standard, regulation,
or statement of general applicability that
implements, interprets, or prescribes law or
policy, or describes the procedure or practice
requirements of any agency.

ANNI5U3KN59g Oregon (Oregon
Administrative Rule OAR)

Oregon Attorney General

An elected, state-level, partisan officer who is
responsible for providing legal representation to
the Oregon state government and running
justice programs related to child support, district
attorney assistance, crime victims, and consumer
protections.

dunsaNanwadsg Oregon

Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries
(BOLI)

State agency which protects employment rights,
advances employment opportunities, and
protects access to housing and public
accommodations free from discrimination.

ASHUSNIULAZINANNNTTNVINSS
Oregon (BOLI)

Oregon Department of Administrative
Services (DAS)

Central administrative agency of Oregon state
government which works to implement the
policy and financial decisions made by the
Governor and the Legislature and ensure
accountability of state government. The agency
also oversees internet technology investments
and cyber security services under the direction
of the DAS Chief Information Officer.

HN8gusA1sANSUS NS DN
Oregon (DAS)

Oregon Department of Revenue (DOR)

State agency which administers Oregon tax laws,
processes revenue, and acts as the central debt
collection agency for other state agencies,
boards, commissions, and local governments.

ASNATTWINTVNSS
Oregon (DOR)

Oregon Department of Transportation
(ODOT)

State agency that provides transportation
systems through programs related to Oregon'’s
system of highways, roads, and bridges; railways;
public transportation services; transportation
safety programs; driver and vehicle licensing
(DMV); and motor carrier regulation.

AsuauaIpossg Oregon (ODOT)
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Oregon Driver and Motor Vehicle Services
(DMV)

A division of the Oregon Department of
Transportation that promotes driver safety,
provides services for vehicle registration, issues
driver's licenses or other forms of official
identification, and other services. It is sometimes
called the Department of Motor Vehicles.

ASNENULUVDISE Oregon (Driver
and Motor Vehicle Services DMV)

Oregon Elections Division

The department of state government in the
Secretary of State’s office charged with
overseeing elections.

wHUANISIRDNIYDISS Oregon

Oregon Emergency Management

State agency which coordinates and maintains a
statewide emergency services system for
emergency and disaster communications.

AsIRAISIHInRAKRAUY955 Oregon

Oregon Governor
A constitutionally established officer holding
chief executive powers of the State.

iiinn1595 Oregon

Oregon Legislative Fiscal Office

A nonpartisan legislative service agency that
provides research, analysis and
recommendations on the state’s 2-year biennial
budget and prepares fiscal impact statements
on legislative measures for legislators and
legislative committees.

ANANUARNRNIBANSAANDDNSS
Oregon

Oregon Legislative Revenue Office

A nonpartisan state service agency that provides
research and analysis on tax policy and school
finance issues for legislators and legislative
committees.

AUNNUNQUANBATTNINSVDNSS
Oregon

Oregon Legislature

An elected group of people serving in the State
Senate and House of Representatives to enact
new state laws and revise existing ones.

anitfidsuaitivog

en’

Oregon

Oregon Liquor and Cannabis Commission
(OLCC)

State agency which oversees access to alcohol
and cannabis products in Oregon.

ALEASSHANSASIUAAIBINANSS
Oregon (Oregon Liquor and
Cannabis Commission OLCC)

Oregon Motor Voter Act (OMV)

An automatic voter registration process through
qualifying interactions at the Oregon Driver and
Motor Vehicle Services (DMV). The individual is
registered to vote as a nonaffiliated voter,
without any party affiliation.

wssBluaifitiidansionsaunsn
uuspadss Oregon (Oregon
Motor Voter OMV)

Oregon National Guard

A force of citizen soldiers providing the State of
Oregon and the United States ready to respond
to any contingency, natural or man-made.

AIANANTIAUAUNAUDDISS
Oregon
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