OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE ARCHIVES DIVISION

TOBIAS READ STEPHANIE CLARK
SECRETARY OF STATE DIRECTOR
800 SUMMER STREET NE

MICHAEL KAPLAN
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE

SALEM, OR 97310
503-373-0701

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

INCLUDING STATEMENT OF NEED & FISCAL IMPACT FILED
01/16/2026 3:49 PM

CHAPTER 165 ARCHIVES DIVISION

SECRETARY OF STATE SECRETARY OF STATE

ELECTIONS DIVISION

FILING CAPTION: Outlines the translation requirements for state voters’ pamphlet materials submitted under ORS
251.170(3).
LAST DAY AND TIME TO OFFER COMMENT TO AGENCY:02/25/2026 5:00 PM

The Agency requests public comment on whether other options should be considered for achieving the rule's substantive goals while reducing negative economic

impact of the rule on business.

CONTACT: Coline Benson 255 Capitol St NE Filed By:
503-986-1518 Ste 126 Coline Benson
elections.sos@sos.oregon.gov Salem,OR 97310 Rules Coordinator
HEARING(S)

Auxiliary aids for persons with disabilities are available upon advance request. Notify the contact listed above.

DATE:02/17/2026
TIME: 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM
OFFICER: Coline Benson

REMOTE HEARING DETAILS

MEETING URL: Click here to join the meeting
PHONE NUMBER: 503-446-4951
CONFERENCE ID: 27683769978023
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

Passcode: L2fd3ZP9

NEED FOR THE RULE(S)

An amendment to this rule is necessary because the current rule is unclear about the information the Secretary of State
will translate and the requirements filers must comply with to submit translated statements or arguments. Without the
amendments to this rule, the public and filers would not have clear information about the requirements for filing and
availability of translated statements. The changes in this rule will require fewer future amendments as statutes change.
Amending the rule ensures compliance with the updated statutes, re-organizes the rule for clarity, incorporates

statutory references, incorporates grammatical improvements, and ensures uniformity of translations.

DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON, AND WHERE THEY ARE AVAILABLE

SB 1014 (2025), available online from the Oregon legislature at oregonlegislature.gov or from the Elections Division.

STATEMENT IDENTIFYING HOW ADOPTION OF RULE(S) WILL AFFECT RACIALEQUITY IN THIS STATE
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2NjYWY3OGQtZDc3Ny00MGNkLWE2OWItM2UxYTA1OTViZGU3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22aa3f6932-fa7c-47b4-a0ce-a598cad161cf%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228a9f9d62-e81c-4998-8a0b-22f1acca82ce%22%7d

This rule promotes racial equity. ORS 251.167 and ORS 251.170 require the translation, posting, and notification of
certain county and state voters’ pamphlet materials and the filing requirements for translated statements or arguments
submitted under ORS 251.170(3). Translation of voters’ pamphlets promotes racial equity by providing citizens in
Oregon who have a limited ability to read, speak, write, or understand English with meaningful access to voter
information and to fully exercise their voting rights.

FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT:

The fiscal and economic impact of the proposed amendments to this rule is expected to be minimal.

COST OF COMPLIANCE:

(1) Identify any state agencies, units of local government, and members of the public likely to be economically affected by the
rule(s). (2) Effect on Small Businesses: (a) Estimate the number and type of small businesses subject to the rule(s); (b) Describe the
expected reporting, recordkeeping and administrative activities and cost required to comply with the rule(s); (c) Estimate the cost
of professional services, equipment supplies, labor and increased administration required to comply with the rule(s).

1) There may be a minimal economic impact for the Secretary of State, Elections Division to answer questions regarding
compliance with this rule, or for other unanticipated reasons.

2) This rule does not regulate small businesses and is not expected to create any economic impact or cost of compliance
for them.

DESCRIBE HOW SMALL BUSINESSES WERE INVOLVED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE RULE(S):

Small businesses were not involved in the development of this rule because this rule does not regulate small businesses.

WAS AN ADMINISTRATIVE RULE ADVISORY COMMITTEE CONSULTED? NO IF NOT, WHY NOT?

A rules advisory committee was not involved in the development of this rule because the fiscal and economic impact and

cost of compliance is expected to be minimal.

AMEND: 165-024-0030

RULE SUMMARY: This administrative rule outlines the state voters’ pamphlet information the Secretary of State will
translate under ORS 251.026, ORS 251.167,and ORS 251.170. The rule outlines certain compliance requirements for
translations filed under ORS 251.170(3). The proposed amendments include the addition of statutory references and
removal of information and filing requirements which are already outlined in said statutes and in OAR 165-016-0000.
The amended rule is also re-organized for clarity.

CHANGES TO RULE:

165-024-0030

Translation of Seleeted-State Voters Pamphlet Materials

(1) This rule governs the required translation of Seleeted-Scertain state Mvoters' Ppamphlet Mmaterials by the
Secretary of State for alHprimarygeneral-and-special-elections—¥

{2} Felections in which the Secretary of State produces a voters' pamphlet.

(2) Pursuant to ORS 251.167 and ORS 251.170, the Secretary of State shal-translate-Selected-State- Vs certain
state and county voters' Ppamphlet materialsinformation from English into the StateListefLanguagesand
shalmost commonly spoken languages in the state and each county other than English and posts the translations
publicly on the Secretary of State's website.

(3) FIn each state voters' pamphlet, the Secretary of State shawill include #a-tha plain language Sstate-Meters
Pamphletaplainlangaage statement-eoneerningment stating that portions of the pamphlet have been translated
and specifying the website address where the translated material-may be found.q

(a) The statement shawill be provided in English and in each of the State-ListefLanguages—%

{b}Thestatementshallnotify the public that pertionseflanguages other than English the Sstate voters-P'
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pamphlet havewill been translated and-shatHdentify-where-to-find-thetranslationinto.
(eb) The statement shawill appear in the Sstate Mvoters' Ppamphlet on the page immediately following the

Secretary of State's letter to voters or other similar introductory statement.$f

{d} If the Sstate Mvoters' Rpamphlet does not include a letter from the Secretary of State or other similar official
communication, the statement shawill be prominently placed on the page immediately before the Ftable of
Ccontents page of the Sstate Mvoters' Pp_amphlet 1T

|nformat|on requwed to be translated under ORS 251.170(2), the Secretary of State will translate the following
information into each language other than English the state voters' pamphlet will be translated into:q]
(Ea) Resources for voters with dlsab|I|t|es and theright of an eIector to seek assistance in marking the-batot:%f

Hir ballot:q[
(b) Contact information for county elections offices:. 9

(35) Hrfermationregardingservices-offered-by-electionsoffices: %

(—E)Any—stataaqaats—su-bmrtted-b%aeM%en—pane#Flllngs of translated statements or arguments submitted under
ORS 2501.144:%

%a-)—FHer—must—use70(3) shaII meet the foIIowmg requlrements 1T
(a) The filing must be filed using the electronic filing system adopted by the Secretary of State and all associated

forms and procedures under OAR 165-016- OOOO—te—su-lamrt—statements—er—argements%

(b) Translatlons must meet the requlrements of ORS 251 049 251 055 251 085 251 170 and 251 260 and OAR
165-016-0000. Translations that fail to meet ether-compliance requirements may be excluded unrderORS

webate—from the translated Damphlet under ORS 251. 055 and OAR 165 016 OOOO 1T
(6) The filing must be translated prior to being filed and the filers shall bear the cost of said translations.q

(7) For counties that do not produce a county voters' pamphlet, the Secretary of State shall translate community
college district measures relating to bonding, and metropolitan service district measures, according to ORS
251.285 for inclusion in translated Sstate Mvoters' Ppamphlet-Material, Translations shall be in the most
commonly spoken languages other than English for the county or counties in which the measure(s) are to be voted
ong

(8) A county may translate any portion of the state voters' pamphlet or accept translations for publication that are
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not described in this rule for publication on the €county's website.-

(a) The county shall bear the cost of translations, if applicable, and publishing on the €county's website. -

(b) The county's translations, if any, shall follow @AR165-024-0020the requirements of OAR 165-024-0020, and
shall use the translated terms from the Secretary of State's Translated Elections Glossaries.

Statutory/Other Authority:-HB3024-ORS247.005; ORS 246.150,.0RS254.026; ORS 251.167, ORS 251.170;
Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 251.026, ORS 251.167,ORS 251.170
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