
Elder Financial Abuse: 
Awareness & Prevention



Oregon Department of Justice 
Elder Abuse Team

Provide case support and 
assistance

Specialize in complex financial 
cases

Priority to protect assets timely 



What is Elder Financial 
Exploitation (FE)?
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What Elder FE is NOT

•
•

•



What Elder FE is

• THEFT
• Careful calculation and manipulation 

by a bad actor with the sole intent of 
separating a person from their money, 
property or assets

• A criminal enterprise
• Destruction of carefully laid life plans 

and goals
• A problem that effects all 

Oregonians/Americans
• Drain on government and social 

systems
• Loss of circulation in US Commerce
• Loss of tax revenue



Effects of FE on Oregon’s Older Adults

















Let This Sink 
In…

Financial Exploitation 
is tied with Neglect 

when it comes to the 
lowest survivability 
rate of all the abuse 

types.  -US DOJ EJI       



What makes older 
adults more 
vulnerable to FE?

•

















•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•







Duty.
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What is your responsibility as an 
officer of the state?



•
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Following this principle is crucial 
in the prevention of elder 
financial exploitation.





COMMON 
SENSE

• Reasonable Care standard:  “that degree of care 
which a person of ordinary prudence would exercise 
in the same or similar circumstances”



Is it stinky?



Elder Abuse Red Flags
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

In Oregon, an elder 
is a person 65/+



Elder Victim Red Flags
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

https://www.notarystars.com/consumer-
education/preventing-financial-abuse-of-elders-

what-every-notary-family-member-needs-to-
know

• Uses humor or charm to avoid answering or to 
distract and mask their lack of understanding

• Is unkept, has poor hygiene and does not appear 
to be caring for themselves or being cared for

• Especially if another person identifies 
themself as the older person’s caregiver 
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Elder Abuse Perpetrator 
Traits

•

•

•

•

•

Elder Fraud perpetrators can 
be  crafty and have been 

known to fool professionals, 
family members, friends and 

lay people.  
Bottom line: 

They are criminals.



Question about the 
signer’s ability to 

understand?

Make sure you make detailed 
notes about observations and 

requests for additional 
professional assurance of 

contractual ability.



Determining Willingness & Awareness

Willingness
•

•

•

Awareness
•

•

•

•



Your Power is Great

•

•

•
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For Known Subjects

•

•

•
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Others Using Your Signature/Stamp for FRAUD

•

•

•

•

•

•



Goofy Loop 
Syndrome

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•



“Although it is very difficult to re-live these 
past circumstances, our family 

appreciates your recollection and 
recognition of how truly difficult this 

matter was.  I hope in some way your 
presentation can instill how truly 

important the responsibility of a notary is. 
The impact their duties have are far-

reaching and are not something to be 
taken lightly.  A simple signature and 

stamp can have profound quality of life 
consequences.  I urge your attendees to 
think about putting themselves in my 

mother’s place, not just that of the 
notaries’.”
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Do NOT complete a notarization if:

1. You believe the 
subject is not 
competent or has 
the capacity to 
execute the record.



REMINDER: 
Negligence can result 
in a civil action against 

you 
ORS 124.100
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REMINDER: Complicity 
can result in a criminal 

action against you 
ORS 161.450
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You Cannot Predict Every Outcome

•

•

•

•
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If an incident does 
occur…

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

APS Abuse Hotline: 
855-503-SAFE



Weight of Responsibility

•

•

•
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Thank you for your 
continued dedication to 

your duty and being 
vigilant in protecting our 

most vulnerable 
Oregonians.



Any Questions?
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