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REGULATIONS 

For The Guidance of Agents in the Oregon Indian Superintendency Pending Existing Hostilities 

Office Supt. Ind. Affairs 

Dayton, O.T., Oct. 13th, 1855. 

It is hereby ordered that the treaty of the 10th January, 1855, shall be forthwith collected on the 

temporary reservations heretofore or now to be assigned them, to remain under the direction of such 

persons as may be appointed to act for the time being as their local Agents.  

The names of all adult males, and boys over 12 years of age shall be enrolled, and the roll called daily.  

When any one shall be absent at roll-call, the fact shall be noted, and unless a satisfactory reason be 

rendered, the absentee shall be regarded as a person dangerous to the peace of the country, and dealt 

with accordingly. 

Any Indian found outside of his designated temporary reservation, without being able to satisfactorily 

account therefor, shall be arrested and retained in custody so long as shall be deemed necessary; or 

should he be a stranger not belonging to any of the bands of this valley, he shall be placed for safe 

keeping in the county jail, or taken to Fort Vancouver.  

But should he prove a spy from the enemy, he will be immediately turned over to the military 

authorities. 

Any Indian who has joined or may hereafter join the hostile bands, give them information, or in any way 

aid or assist them in making war against the whites, shall be regarded as having thereby forfeited all 

rights under the treaty, and excluded from any benefits to be derived therefrom. He will, moreover, be 

regarded as an enemy; and it will be the duty of all friendly Indians, to deliver such up to the Agents or 

civil officers, and in no case to afford them encouragement or protection. 

The persons designated to act as local Agents will use a sound discretion in regard to the number of 

firearms the Indians may be permitted to retain at their encampments.  
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No Indian will be permitted to leave his assigned encampment unless by written permit from the local or 

special Agent. 

The local Agents will each be furnished with proper supplies of Flour and Beef, and will issue rations to 

the Indians when necessary, of one pound of each per day to each adult, and less in proportion to 

children, as they may judge them to require. 

Should any member of these bands desire to reside with and labor for the settlers he may be permitted 

to do so, the agent obtaining a guarantee from the person for whom the labor is to be performed, in 

each case, for the fidelity and good conduct of the Indian. 

Every effort will be made by the local Agents to ascertain whether any Indians of the valley have left the 

settlements with hostile intentions; and the names of such, together with the proofs, will be reported to 

this office.  

E.R. Geary will superintend the arrangement of encampments, and designate persons to act as local 

Agents for the respective bands. 

Berryman Jennings is appointed special Sub Indian Agent for the Willamette valley, and as such, will 

cooperate with Mr. Gearey in carrying into effect the foregoing regulations.  

The encampments assigned the several bands and the name of the local Agent for each, will be reported 

to this office, and published in the papers of this valley, for the benefit of all concerned. 

The same precautions will be observed in regard to the tribes and bands within this superintendency 

embraced in the treaties lately negotiated east of the Cascade mountains; and Agent R.R. Thompson will 

assign the temporary encampments to the several bands, and designate proper persons to act as local 

Agents, call the rolls, and distribute the necessary rations. 

Agent Ambrose will make similar arrangements in regard to the Indians in the Rogue river District, 

embraced in the treaties of the 10th September, 1853, and 18th November 1854. 

The carious rolls will be kept with accuracy and care and forwarded to the Superintendent’s office, at 

Dayton; it being determined to make these rolls the criterion in the payment of annuities, and no Indian 

whose name is not enrolled, and who cannot give satisfactory reason for the omission, or who shall 

refuse to comply with the foregoing regulations, shall be embraced in said payment. 

This order, though it may be regarded as arbitrary, and unwarranted in the ordinary state of affairs, is, in 

view of existing hostilities, deemed necessary, as it is extremely difficult to distinguish among our Indian 

population, the well disposed and friendly, from the vicious and hostile; and from the fact that 

representations have been made warranting the belief that members of one or more bands, have 

already left this valley, and joined the hostile tribes north of the Columbia river. 



   
 

 
 

The measure is deemed no less a security to the white settlements than to the friendly bands of Indians; 

nor is it designed to abridge in the least the rights secured by the treaties, to the Indians; but if possible 

to avert hostilities with these bands. 

Citizens generally are requested to give this order a proper interpretation, and to exercise a due degree 

of forbearance in their dealings with the Indians; but at the same time to keep a vigilant watch over 

them, and report to the acting Agents the presence of strange Indians among us, and render such aid in 

their apprehension, as may tend to protect our persons and property, and secure peace. 

JOEL PALMER, 

Superintendent Indian Affairs. 

Since preparing the foregoing regulations, information has been received at this office that a portion of 

the Indians in Southern Oregon and Northern California, have exhibited hostile demonstrations 

endangering the peace of the settlements in Umpqua valley; it is therefore ordered that the Indians 

embraced in the treaties of 19th September, 1853, being the Cow Creek band of Umpquas and those of 

the Umpqua and Calapooia tribes, treated with on the 29th November, 1854, be assembledon the 

reservation designated by that treaty.  

William J. Martin is appointed special Sub Ind. Agent for the bands embraced in these two treaties, and 

as such, will cooperated with Agent Geo. H. Ambrose in carrying out the foregoing regulations. 

Sub Indian Agent E.P. Drew and special Sub Indian Agent Benjamin Wright, will, if they believe the peace 

of the settlement requires it, adopt the same precautions with the tribes and bands within their 

districts. 

JOEL PALMER, 

Supt. Ind. Afairs, O. T. 

 

 

 


