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September 15, 2020 
 
Greetings to all Oregon teachers and administrators and welcome back to school. I hope this finds you all safe and 
well. Between the wildfires and COVID-19, I know that we are all embarking on a different and somewhat 
challenging start to the school year and want to wish you all the very best.  
 
With that being said, I am happy to announce the kick-off of the fourth year of Oregon’s Kid Governor Program. 
We began in 2017 and in the first three years we have had hundreds of 5th grade classrooms and over 6000 
students, participate in this innovative, statewide civics program. The program was started by the Connecticut 
Democracy Center in 2015 and adapted to Oregon when it became the second state to participate in helping 5th 
graders learn how state governments function and by promoting the development of future state and national 
leaders.  
 
This year we have adapted the lesson plans so that they can be done either in the classroom for those schools 
attending in person and virtually for those students starting the school year online. Every Oregon 5th grader is 
eligible to participate. If more than one student from a school or classroom wants to run for Kid Governor, then 
the school will hold a primary so that only one student from each school or home school will become a nominee. 
Each nominee will make a 1-3 minute video that will cover the following: 1) Why they are a good leader; 2) Why 
they want to be Kid Governor; 3) What issue they would focus on if elected; and 4) what three action items they 
will undertake to enlist other 5th graders to help promote the issue. From the pool of videos, an independent panel 
of judges will choose seven final candidates. Those seven videos will be placed on the Oregon’s Kid Governor’s 
website: http://or.kidgovernor.org/ for all to see, but only registered 5th grade classrooms can vote. 
 
During the election, November 2-12, participating 5th graders will watch the seven candidate videos and vote. 
The winner will be announced before Thanksgiving, and an official inauguration ceremony will be held in 
January, 2021. Oregon’s Kid Governor serves for one calendar year (the actual time away from class is minimal). 
During their one-year term, the Kid Governor will work with my office on their issue and will meet with 
Oregon’s leaders and legislators. In addition, Oregon’s Kid Governor will do press conferences, television and 
radio spots and will create an online civics video.  
 
Oregon’s current Kid Governor, Raaga Manada (Jacob Wismer Elementary School), has completed her 3-point  
plan despite the limitations brought about by the pandemic. She has also brought much more to this program as an 
ambassador for civics education by her leadership, thoughtfulness and a community minded spirit. 
 
For more information about Oregon’s Kid Governor Program or to register and access the toolkits (lesson plans) 
please go to http://or.kidgovernor.org/ 
 
I hope you are as excited about the program as we are here in Salem.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Bev Clarno 
Oregon Secretary of State 
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