Explanatory Statement and Financial Impact

Frequently Asked Questions

Where are the notifications and agendas for the committee meetings?
Meeting agendas and schedules can be found on the ES&FI webpage or through the Oregon
Transparency website. If you wish to be notified of the meeting you can subscribe through
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/irrlist

Who to contact.

If you have questions about the ES&FI process please contact the Elections division at 503.986.1518.

What do the committees do?

The Explanatory Statement Committee drafts a statement in plain language to be printed in the
Voters’ Pamphlet explaining what the referral or initiative will create or change in the law. The
Financial Estimate Committee drafts a statement that explains the impact the law may have on the
expenditures of funds.

What kind of things do the committees write?

e Legislative Counsel Committee writes a draft explanatory statement on the initiatives and
referrals that may be on the general election ballot.

e Explanatory Statement Committee is tasked to write a 500 word or less statement
explaining the effect of the measure should it pass. It is to be in plain language. The
committee is made up of two proponents of the measure, two opponents of the measure
and a 5th member who is neutral.

e Financial Estimate Committee is comprised of the Secretary of State, the State Treasurer,
the Directors of the Department of Revenue and Department of Administrative Services and
a representative of a city, county or district. Their tasks is to provide a statement about how
a measure would financially impact the citizens of the state of Oregon.

e Legislative Argument Committee is comprised of one Senator and two Representatives to
provide a statement for the state voters’ pamphlet which explains a proposed law that the
legislature has decided the people need to vote on instead of the legislature passing the law.

What happens if the committee cannot agree on a statement?
If a committee cannot agree on a statement the Secretary of State will file the draft statement
written by the Legislative Counsel Committee as the final statement.

Can a statement be appealed?
A statement may be appealed to the Supreme Court after the final version of the statement has
been filed.
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