
ne of the more interesting groups of records in the State
Archives are inmate case files from the Oregon State Peni-
tentiary. Volunteers and staff have been busy re-boxing and

re-foldering this large group of records and as they work through
this process the names of the inmates are being added to the
Oregon Historical Records Index found on the Archives’ website.
It has been amusing at times to see famous names pop up for in-
dividuals incarcerated in the Penitentiary. We have selected a
few examples that may be familiar to you. 

Another facet of these records that makes them particularly
interesting is the fact that they often contain photographs or “mug
shots” of the individual. Family historians are often excited to find
that they had an ancestor that spent time in the Penitentiary as in
many cases it is the only photograph of that individual that exists.
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