s a 6th generation Oregonian, | first became aware of the

resources at the Oregon State Archives while researching

my family history. While doing this, | became aware of the
3500 unclaimed cremated remains at the Oregon State Hospital
that were discovered in a storage shed in 2004. These cans of
ashes are still available at the Oregon State Hospital to be
claimed by their relatives.

| began working on a project that would be impossible with-
out the Oregon State Archives. For the past 2 years, | have been
researching the lives of these people who died between 1914
and 1971. With a goal to link the ashes with their families, my first
stop is the Archives where my husband and | are able to take dig-
ital photos of many of the people’s death certificates and commit-
ment papers. Next | research their stories and if I'm lucky | find
their living relatives.

When the families receive a letter from me with a copy of the
death certificate they are very surprised to learn that their “lost”
relative has been “found.” Often they are pleased to the point of
tears to learn that they can receive their grandmother, great
uncle, or second cousin’s ashes and give them a final resting
place with other relatives. As of August 2015, | have helped unite
the remains of 45 former patients with their families and over 100
more families are interested in completing the process. Some are
so moved to learn of their lost relative that they travel great dis-
tances to personally see the new memorial for these individuals
at the Oregon State Hospital. This was the case with Becky
Perigo who came to Oregon from Pennsylvania accompanied by
a news crew to document her visit. Becky visited the Archives
where staff showed her historical photos and documents. She
also visited the OSH memorial and the hospital staff gave her a
copy of her great granduncle’s medical file. This contained a
wealth of information that helped Becky solve some family mys-
teries. These connections could not have been made without the
archived documents and the help of the staff at the Oregon State
Archives.

Phyllis Zegers
Family History Researcher

For more information go to




