
hoda Ann Halleck arrived in the Oregon Territory with her
family in 1853. On June 14, 1854, at barely 14 years of age,
she was married to Samuel Null in Benton County. On Janu-

ary 7, 1855, Rhoda was married to John Shipley, also in Benton
County. In May of 1855 Rhoda was indicted and pleaded guilty to
the charge of polygamy. 

“Whereupon it was ordered that said defendant be fined in
the sum of $500, and pay the costs of prosecution … and that
defendant stand committed until the same be paid”. 

In 1859, John Shipley filed for divorce from Rhoda Ann, giv-
ing as the cause the fact that she was a felon, having been con-
victed of polygamy in 1855. Considered a minor at the time of the
filing, Jacob Pittman was appointed her representative during the
court action. Shortly after the divorce decree was issued, Rhoda
Ann married Jacob Pittman. This marriage produced eight chil-
dren, but ended in divorce in early 1871. In February of 1873,
Rhoda married Benton Pyburn and her fourth marriage at age
thirty-three, lasted until her husband’s death in 1895.  Rhoda died
in Lane County in 1926.

The records of Rhoda’s marital issues were found in part by
using the Oregon Historical Records Index on the Oregon State
Archives website. As researchers for the King Family Association,
we were able to piece together Rhoda Ann’s story by researching
the various court cases filed in Benton and Lane County which
documented these unusual circumstances and add a fascinating
twist to the life of a young pioneer woman.
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