
hile processing the Gilliam County Naturalization records I came
across the Declaration of Intent for John Trevett which recorded
that he had arrived in the United States aboard the Titanic. Closer

inspection of this record revealed that Trevett had arrived in Portland,
Maine on April 14, 1911, exactly one year before the Titanic sank. It ap-
peared to me that either the date of arrival or the ship’s name were incor-
rect so I decided to search the Titanic passenger list and did not see his
name listed. I proceeded to search through U.S. Census records on An-
cestry.com to try and discover more about John Trevett. According to the
1930 Census, he had also been recorded as having arrived in the U.S.
via train in 1913. I began to wonder which date of arrival was correct and
why would he have been recorded as arriving on the Titanic in the first
place? Had this been an attempt to impress immigration officials regard-
ing his Declaration of Intent or create a family legend? I had to find out.

It turns out that Trevett was born in England and had initially traveled
by ship to Canada and later boarded a train to the U.S. in 1913. He re-
turned to England in November of 1914 but arrived back in the U.S. the
following year in June of 1915. This made me wonder how he could have
gotten such a blatantly false report regarding his initial arrival “aboard the
Titanic”, past the immigration officials. As it turns out, he didn’t.

A passenger list on Familysearch.org stated that he was on a Cana-
dian ship bound for the northeast U.S. port cities in April of 1911. His stop
in Portland, Maine turns out to have been nothing more than a layover
before the ship moved on to Canada and he probably did not view it as
important as his trip in 1913, which marked the true beginning of his in-
tention to live in the U.S. Another important find in the Canadian passen-
ger list was the name of the ship. He arrived in Portland, Maine on the
“Tortona,” a name similar enough to the “Titanic” that the Gilliam County
Clerk could have easily mistaken the two names. Finally, the book “His-
tory of Gilliam County, Oregon,” contains an account of John and his
brother Joseph’s arrival in Oregon as written by a family member and if
John had truly ever claimed to have been aboard the Titanic, it surely
would have received at least a cursory mention in this account but there
is nothing about this in the record. Trevett likely never realized or did not
mention the clerk’s error to his family.

Oddly enough, the ship Trevett used to return to the United States in
1915 was the “S.S. New York” which, coincidently, almost collided with
the “Titanic” as it left port on its first and only voyage. 
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