
t isn’t often that archivists get a brush with celebrity, but in
May 2014, the State Archives welcomed Kelsay Grammer as
he visited and researched ancestors that came to Oregon by

wagon train in the 1850’s. 

As part of the fifth season of the television program, Who Do
You Think You Are?, Grammer researched his maternal family
history, using a variety of sources.  He found his first clue to his
Oregon ancestors through the Archives’ online database of Early
Oregonians.  

During the filming of the program, he visited sites along the
Oregon Trail and learned from two local historians about the
overland migration and why his ancestors may have chosen to
make the long journey to Oregon from their mid-western home.
He came to the Archives to consult records housed here, includ-
ing the probate record of his 3 times great grandfather, Joseph
Dimick, Dimick’s Donation Land Claim files submitted to claim
640 acres of free land in the Oregon Territory, and a early map
showing the location of his Dimick ancestors’ land claim in Ben-
ton County. 

Mr. Grammer was very gracious and appreciative of the help
we were able to provide in learning more about his family history.
Our staff was impressed with how much effort goes into filming
even a simple scene!
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