One of the 10,000 year-old sandals found at Fort Rock Cave by
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Luther Cressman in 1938. Image from Oregon Historical Society.
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—= Plot of the City of Salem

(1848), from the
Oregon State Archives.

Old College Hall (formerly the Science

Building) at Pacific University, built in 1850, is

one of the oldest educational buildings
West that is still in use. Image from the
University Archives.
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c. 8,000 BCE — Archaeolog-

ical evidence indicates the
earliest presence of people
in the region now known as
Oregon

1805 — Lewis and Clark
spend the winter at the
mouth of the Columbia River

1848 — Oregon is officially

recognized as a territory of
the United States

1852 — Congress names
Salem capitol of Oregon
Territory

1857 — Constitutional
Convention meets in Salem

1859 — Congress grants
Oregon statehood on
February 14th

1860 — Census enumerates
52,465 residents

1861 — First Oregon State
Fair held at Oregon City

1864 — Popular vote approves
Salem as state capital

1870 — Abigail Scott Duniway
launches suffrage campaign

1876 — Robert D. Hume
builds a salmon cannery on
the Rogue River
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Children from
Portland enjoying

a trip the Oregon
Coast sponsored by
The People’s Institute.
Image from the g
Oregon Health &
Science University
Historical Collections
and Archives.

Abigail Scott
Duniway signing a
proclamation that
women have the right
to vote in Oregon.
Also pictured are Mrs.
Hentry Waldo Coe,
from the Oregon State
Equal Sufferage Assn.
and Oswald West,
Governor. From the
Pacific University
Archives.

The 1959 production
of The Maske of

the New World by
Carl Ritchie. Image
from the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival
Archives.
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Vanport flood aftermath. From

Multnomah
Falls by Ralph
Gifford, 1947.
From the
Oregon State
University
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the City of Portland Archives.

Draft of William Stafford’s best known poem, “Traveling through
the Dark” from the Lewis & Clark College Archives.

“150 Miles for 150 Years” relay to commemorate the Oregon
Sesquicentennial. Pati Swearinger and the Willamette Valley Road
Runners pass the baton to Mayor Janet Taylor of Salem. Image
from the Marion County Historical Society.

1877 — Nez Perce Indian War
involves Chief Joseph’s band

1902 — Crater Lake National
Park opens and voters approve
Initiative & Referendum

1904 — The People’s Institute
was organized to improve
living conditions for women
and children in north Portland

1905 — Lewis & Clark
Centennial Exposition

1909 — First Pendleton
Round-up

1912 — Women’s suffrage
approved

1913 — Gov. Oswald West
declares beaches open to public

1922 — Completion of the
Columbia River Highway

1926 — Exclusion of
African-Americans clause
removed from constitution

1933 — Tillamook Burn
destroys 240,000 acres of
forest and the Civilian
Conservation Corps begins
preservation projects

1935 — Fire destroys the
Oregon State Capitol

1937 — The Oregon
Shakespeare Festival forms
in Ashland

1942 — Executive Order
9066 authorizes removal
of Japanese-Americans to
internment camps

1948 — Flood destroys the
city of Vanport, home to
40,000 people, in hours

1949 — State Department of
Forestry begins replanting
the Tillamook Burn

1950 — Census enumerates
1,521,341 residents

1966 — Completion of
Interstate-5 allows non-stop
driving through Oregon

1970 — Oregon poet
William Stafford is named
National Poet Laureate

1971 — Bottle Bill approved

1973 — Public Records Law
approved

1980 — Mt. St. Helens
erupts and leaves Oregon
covered in volcanic ash

1999 — U.S. Department of
Fish and Wildlife lists several
salmon species from Columbia
and Willamette Rivers

2000 — Census enumerates
3,421,399 residents

2009 — Oregon celebrates

its Sesquicentennial

Information on Archives Month activites throughout

Oregon may be found at http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/oaw/

This color lithograph depicts the Circuit Rider statue in front of the old Oregon State Capitol in 1924. The image was a part of the program commemorating the dedication of the statue. Image from the Oregon State Archives.
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