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In August 2003, the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs said goodbye to Jon Mangis. 
After retiring from the Department, Jon accepted a position to serve as the Commissioner of the 
newly-created Virginia Department of Veterans’ Services.   

Jon began serving as the Director of Veterans’ Affairs following his appointment by Governor 
Atiyeh in December 1984. Jon was hired as a claims agent by the Department in 1970. He 
progressed through several managerial positions before being appointed as the Director. During 
his tenure, Jon reformed the Veterans’ Loan program to eliminate significant deficits, thereby 
establishing stability and sustainability of veterans’ programs. He also instituted communication 
and outreach programs with the veteran community.  

People that know Jon find him compassionate, witty and knowledgeable. He is genuinely 
interested in people’s lives. His legacy for the Department is that he taught, by his example, 
what it is to be an advocate for Oregon’s veterans. 

We will miss Jon very much.  

Jon Mangis, Director of Veterans’ Affairs: 1985 to 2003 

 

 

 

 

Left: Jon in December 1988. 
Below left: Governor Atiyeh with 
Jon in July 1984. 
Below right: Governor Kulongoski 
with Jon at a reception in  
Jon’s honor in August 2003. 
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