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INTRODUCTORY SECTION 
 
 
A Salute to Oregon’s Veterans and the United States Armed Forces 
Oregon State Fair, August 29, 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department Director Jon Mangis addressed 
the audience. 

Employees answered questions at the Department’s booth.  
Shown are Dalana Alyea, Sue Shaffer, and Chris Miller (at far 
right). 

We, the employees of the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs, are advocates 
for veterans, their dependents and survivors.  We are dedicated to providing 

quality programs and services to meet their current and future needs. 

Veterans marched at the fairgrounds.  From left: 
David Chambers, Lieutenant (USN Ret.), Chris 
Henry, 2nd Lieutenant (USMC), and Jerry Ovard, 
Technical Sergeant (USAF Ret.).  David and Jerry are 
employees of the Department.  At the time of the 
photo, Chris was a USDVA work-study student who 
assisted veterans at the Department.



 
 
 
 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE DEPARTMENT 

For over 50 years, the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs has 
provided quality service to veterans, their dependents and survivors. The 
Department has provided this assistance in a variety of ways to those who 
have given of themselves in the service of their country. 
 
Services offered by the Department have included veterans’ loans, 
benefits assistance, educational aid, and conservatorship. When the 
passage of time and external events changed the composition and 
needs of the veterans population, the Department responded to these 
changing needs by implementing changes in the structure of programs 
and by developing new programs and services.  
 
Over the years, many changes have taken place within the Department.  
However, the commitment of the Department and its employees to 
providing the highest level of services to Oregon’s veterans, dependents 
and survivors within the Department’s available resources has remained 
constant.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department employees who served in the United States Armed Forces   
Seated (from left): Dave Chambers, Aleta Harrison, Bob Ferder, Val Conley, Ed Gabriel, Arlene Baker, Herb 
Riley, and Robert Fleming.  Standing:  Thomas Weiss, John D’Angelo, Ron Weisser, Chris Miller, Jerry 
Ovard, Doug Dusenbery, Brad Killip, Bill French, Ed Van Dyke, Art Mauer, Matthew Trom, Patrick Callahan, 
Robert Curphey, Doug Yerke, Bill Kankkonen, Floyd Mecham, George Kudszus, Curt Schnepp, Paula 
Brown, Tom Cowan, and Jon Mangis.   

Not pictured: David Fletcher, Gene Hancock, Denise Holtrop, John Hutchinson, Ron Jarchow, Ted Johnson, 
Ron Kincaid, Brent Koester, and Deborah Pruitt. 
 















FINANCIAL SECTION

Dedication of the old Salem Armory (Liberty and Ferry Streets in Salem).
Date: 1902.  Photo courtesy of the Oregon State Archives and the
Salem Public Library digital photograph collection of Ben Maxwell.

A military marching band (possibly Spanish-American War soldiers or veterans)
on State Street in Salem.  Date: unknown.  Photo courtesy of the Oregon
State Archives and the Salem Public Library digital photograph collection of
Ben Maxwell.

















































OTHER SUPPLEMENTAL SECTION

Salem’s first Oregon National Guard unit, Company M.  Background is the old
Salem Armory on Ferry Street.  Date: 1912.  Photo courtesy of Oregon State
Archives and the Salem Public Library; photo source was the Statesman Journal
newspaper.

Flag raised at the new Oregon State Capital,
on January 13, 1941. Photo courtesy of the
Oregon State Archives and the Salem Public
Library’s digital photograph collection of Ben
Maxwell.

Victory Book Campaign in Salem.  Books were
collected for military personnel during World War II.
Date: 1942. Photo courtesy of the Oregon State
Archives and the Salem Public Library; photo source
was the Oregon State Library, OSL0022.
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Source:  Financial Statements of the Oregon Department of Veterans' Affairs.
Prepared without audit.
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MORTGAGE BANKERS ASSOCIATION

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS' AFFAIRS

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS

Sources:  National Delinquency Survey  (Oregon, All Loans) - Mortgage Bankers Association and 
the Oregon Department of Veterans' Affairs.
Prepared without audit.
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